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The Crieff Community Trust (CCT) is delighted to announce the receipt of grants totaling £22,000 

for the repair of a popular local path through the community-owned woodland at Acorn Dell in 

Crieff. The funding has been provided by SSE’s Sustainable Development Fund and from Perth 

and Kinross Council’s Community Environment Challenge Fund. It will be used to carry out 

improvements to the first section of the Acorn Dell path, starting from Turretbank Road, along 

the Turret Burn. 

 

A spokesperson for Crieff Community Trust said:  “Acorn Dell is an area of land on the west side 

of the Turret Burn, between Macrosty Park and Lady Mary’s Walk in Crieff.  This land was 

previously owned by a couple of Malaysian businessmen, who had hoped to develop it for 

housing. When they found they could not get planning consent, the woodland was abandoned 

and its footpath was neglected for many, many years. In 2012, a group of volunteers under the 

auspices of the Crieff and Upper Strathearn Partnership, got together and organised the 

purchase of the woodland at Acorn Dell, so that the footpath could be repaired.  The land is now 

held in trust for the people of Crieff.  Since 2013, a group of local residents, the ‘Friends of Acorn 

Dell’, have been leading the efforts to repair the path and improve the woodland, and the Crieff 

Community Trust has been actively supporting them in this.” 

 

“The path through Acorn Dell is used by literally hundreds of local Crieff residents, dog-walkers 

and visitors, both young and old, every day. This a popular, and much-loved local walk. However, 

the Acorn Dell path is currently in very poor condition.  In wet weather, the path becomes very 

muddy and slippery, parts of it are prone to flooding, and it is completely inaccessible to people 

with mobility problems, including people in wheelchairs, and people with young children in push-

chairs or prams. The Friends of Acorn Dell are working together so that EVERYONE can enjoy this 

beautiful walk along the Turret Burn.” 

 

“CCT are delighted that SSE and PKC have given us this funding for this much-needed project, 

particularly since it will contribute to our longer-term aspiration of an all-abilities path between 

Macrosty Park and Lady Mary’s Walk. These grants have come at an especially appropriate time, 

as this year marks the 200th anniversary of the creation of Lady Mary’s Walk. Acorn Dell is also 

part of the Crieff to Comrie core path and the proposed ‘Three Saints Way’ pilgrim route. 

Eventually it will join up with a national east-west Pilgrim Trail between St Andrews and Iona.” 
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The work in Acorn Dell is expected to begin later this Spring.  It is likely that the path will need to 

be closed for short periods to enable the work to be carried out, but the long-term benefit will 

far outweigh any minor inconvenience.  Further information about the start date and information 

about the path closure will be well publicised in advance on the CCT website 

(www.crieffcommunitytrust.org.uk), in the local press and local social media sites.  Notices will 

also be placed on the path itself. 

 

FURTHER DETAILS FROM: 

Crieff Community Trust (crieffcommunitytrust@gmail.com) 
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